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Letters to the Editors 





Young People Want to Know About the Sects 





What Is the ‘‘Oldtime Religion’’? 
To the Editors: 


Along with some other younger people 
of the Presbyterian Church, I should like 
to know what some of our best ministers 
and laymen think of these new sects 
which have sprung up who say that they 
have the “oldtime religion.” Just what is 
the “oldtime religion” and what are these 
upstarts driving at? What contribution 
are they making to Christianity or to the 
welfare of the community? Can we tell 
if they are sincere? 

I should like to have someone write on 
this in THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
in the near future, 

WILLIAM D. GOODRUM. 
Cornelius, N. C. 


EDITOR’sS NOTE—This would be highly 
in order... In facet, Dr. Thompsin has 
made a special study of some if the more 
important sects; he has delivered series of 
lectures on the subject; and it is our hope 
that at some time we may be able to share 
his highly significant findings with the 
readers of this paper. 


Assembly Reports 
To the Editors: 

Congratulations on the terse and timely 
report of the General Assembly. It was 
an achievement for you to make it possi- 
ble to read such a report of what was 
done up to Saturday afternoon in THE 
OUTLOOK on Wednesday morning. 

P. FRANK PRICE. 





Florence, 8S. C. 


To the Editors: 

Thank you for the most excellent re- 
porting of the General Assembly. I feel 
as if I had been there. The excerpts of 
speeches was most interesting. “ee 

A. H. HOLLINGSWORTH, JR. 
Roanoke, Va, 


To the Editors: 

, Your two issues that deal with the 
Assembly are on my desk. You have done 
a swell) job of editing and have done it 
so thoroughly and fairly. Let me com- 
mend you for it. You made me see and 
live over again what happened. You are 
on the ball. Stay on it. 

PRESTON STEVENSON. 
Uniontown, Ala. 


To the Editors: 

. Am enjoying the Assembly reports 
and eagerly awaiting your editorial in- 
terpretations. Some of us feel that Har- 
rison Ray Anderson’s address was about 
tops for the Assembly meeting. Can’t it 
be published in full in THE OUTLOOK? 

Our people ought to know about it. It 
would be a good way to “promote under- 
standing and goodwill” as authorized by 
the Assembly. 

KELSEY REGEN. 
Durham, N. C. 
EDITORS’ NOTE—Barkis is willing”— 
and enger. 


To the Editors: 

© 4 I would not want to miss any of 
the issues with you comments and eval- 
uation of the recent General Assembly. 
From your account of the proceedings thus 
far it appears to me that the Assembly 
adopted a fairly progressive outlook in 
spite of outspoken reactionary elements. 
I was especially glad to see the steps to- 
ward promoting fellowship and under- 
standing. For eight months I have been 
working with two USA chaplains here, 
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both of them warmly evangelical, earnest, 
progressive and devoted to the Lord. Con- 
tacts with such men will lead to increas- 
ingly strong sentiments in favor of re- 
union, I am convinced. 

Thanks for your fair reports of the re- 
ligious news from within our own denomi- 
nation and in the church at large. 

CONNOLLY GAMBLE, JR., 
Bethesda, Md. Chaplain, USNR. 


To the Editors: 

i l enjoyed reading your report on 
the Assembly much more than attending 
the Assembly itself. Next year it will be 
good to save myself a trip. ° 

BALMER H. KELLY. 
Richmond, Va. 


To the Editors: 

Thank you for and congratulations upon 
the amazingly prompt and efficient re- 
vorting of the recent General Assembly. 
That front page summary was surely near 
to a stroke of genius. Keep it up! 

W. O. SHEWMAKER. 
Memphis. 


Deed, Not a Mortgage 


To the Editors: 

I have enjoyed your report of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. It is finely done. Your 
summary on the front cover page is es- 
pecially helpful. 

One bit of information. You refer to 
the Home Missions Council “mortgage 
rule” on the front cover and again in the 
body of your report. It is not a mort- 
gage; it is a deed. It specifically states: 
“This instrument shall operate as a deed 
and not as a mortgage. . Ps 

NAME WITHHELD. 


Reunion Now 


To the Editors: 

“ae I received no questionnaire re- 
garding the union question and I would 
like you to record my vote as in favor 
of union now. I am a member of Central 
Mississippi Presbytery. 

Your paper continues to be the best. . . 
and one which I read with interest and 
with increasing hope for progress of the 
church, 

DUNCAN N. NAYLOR, 
Chaplain, A. U. S. 
Camp Shelby, Miss. 


Pastoral Letter 


To the Editors: 

The General Assembly directed that a 
pastoral letter on marriage with Roman 
Catholics be sent to al] our ministers and 
churches with the request that pastors 
read this letter to their congregations. 

I am sending herewith a copy of this 
letter. 

E. C. SCOTT, Stated Clerk. 
Dallas, Texas. 


EDITOR’S NOTE—This pastoral letter 
was published in full in our columns April 
22, pp. 6-7. If any pastor does not have a 
copy of it we shall be glad to attempt 
to supply him so that he can read the let- 
ter from his pulpit and use it in meetings 
with his young people and in other good 
ways. 


Back Home 


To the Editors: 
I don’t know when my subscription for 


THE OUTLOOK expires but I know it has 
been a long time since I paid for it. So 
I am enclosing a check for five dollars 
and rejoicing that I am back in the coun- 
try where I can get THE OUTLOOK regu- 
larly. 


STAFFORD M. QUERY. 
Bedford, Va. 


Items About Kagawa 


In “The Return to Japan,” the report of 
the first Christian group to visit Japan 
since the war, there is this statement: 


“Dr. Kagawa had lost one-fourth of his 
weight during the war. He looked at 
times tired and haggard, but he is still 
the same inexhaustible enthusiast, still 
the same dynamic personality, still the 
same disciple of Jesus Christ. He had 
pursued his program of evangelism in the 
early months of the war, but having 
finally earned the suspicion of the police, 
was allowed to preach only in his own 
pulpit. He had felt that the wholesale 
bombing ‘of Japanese cities was an evi- 
dence of the non-Christian attitude in 
America and had said as much publicly. 
The military were undoubtedly glad to 
hear him make these statements, but we 
are not to judge from this fact that he 
condoned atrocious acts by the members 
of the Japanese army, or retreated one 
inch from the standards of his own Chris- 
tian faith.” 


Upon the presentation of the letters 
from the Christians of America directed to 
the United Church of Japan, “The domi- 
nant sentiment shared by all was ex- 
pressed in a prayer by Kagawa at one 
of the early meetings. ‘O God, we thank 
thee that the war is over, that the clouds 
have parted, and that the sun shines again. 
Bless the Christians of China, Korea, the 
United States and all the world, and build 
thy church, O God, not out of stone, brick, 
or wood, which may be destroyed, but out 
of living souls made strong in thy Spirit. 
Amen.’” 

From a talk given.by Chaplain Kirtley, 
who is a colonel, and one of the highest 
ranking chaplains in the Pacific, the fol- 
lowing statements are culled: 


“As far as the army is concerned most 
of the Christian movement in Tokyo seems 
to be hinging around Toyohiko Kagawa. 
MacArthur is sponsoring his movements 
as well as directing some of them.” 

“Now Kagawa is working under Mac- 
Arthur and is to decentralize Japanese 
industry. Japan will be a rural country, 
the farms being supplemented by home 
industry. He has started schools in watch- 
making which will be a big thing, simi- 
lar to the Swiss. He has over 2,000 stu- 
dents in watch-making alone and this is 
only one of many planned projects. Lead- 
ers of the schools were chosen by Ka- 
gawa—Christians where possible.” 

“Kagawa was setting up orphanages, 
hospitals, etc., all with MacArthur’s aid. 
In the orphanages the children are being 
taught Christianity, and when it is possi- 
ble to do so, are being placed in Chris- 
tian homes.” 

“The wounded Japanese veterans are a 
neglected and forgotten people. They are 
a desolate lot. Under Kagawa they are 
being cared for by the Japanese Chris- 
tians. He has established 60 kitchens 
feeding some of the starving. At his sug- 
gestion, temporary lodging has been pro- 
vided at the railroad stations for repa- 
triated families. 


Chaplain Kirtley thinks that Kagawa 
{s a wonderful Christian and that through 
him much good can be accomplished. 

CHARLES A. LOGAN. 
Hurgtington, W. Va. 


Different and Refreshing 
To the Editors: 


. » . Your editorial policy meets my 
approval, and the whole “Outlook” is dif- 
ferent—and refreshing. 

You have entered a very needy field. We 
have been needing such a progressive pub- 
lication for many years. I pray that the 
work may grow. 

B. W. BAKER. 
Atoka, Tenn. 
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PROTESTANT LEADERS SEE TRUMAN—A delegation of eleven Protestant church leaders representing a constitu- 
ency of almost 30,000,000 church members visited the White House to protest continuance of diplomatic relations with the 


Vatican. They gained assurance that the arrangement would be terminated ‘at an early date . 


the signing of the peace treaties. 


dent of the United Lutheran Church in America; Methodist 
of Churches, and Louie D. Newton, president of the Southern 
McCrea Cavert, general secretary of the Federal Council of Churches; 
Edwin TT. Dahlberg, president of the 


certainly . . . with 


The delegation is shown here (left to right, seated): Franklin Clark Fry, presi- 


Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, president of the Federal Council 
Baptist Convention. 


Standing are (left to right): Samuel 


Arthur Brunn, of the Missouri Lutheran Synod; 


Northern Baptist Convention; John A. MacLean, of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, US; W. H. Jernagin, of the National Baptist Convention; Prof. Winfred E. Garrison, an editor of 
the Ohristian Century, Chicago; William B. Pugh, stated clerk of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, and John W. Bradbury, editor of the Watchman-Examiner, New York.—(RNS Photo.) 





June Meeting of FC Executive 
Committee Hears Truman Plan 


“Great satisfaction” was expressed by 
the executive committee of the Federal 
Council of Churches at its June meeting 
at the report of the recent delegation 
which called upon President Truman 
with reference to the early termination 
of the Myron C. Taylor representation 
at the Vatican. According to a state- 
ment issued by the council’s executive 
committee, which contained the sub- 
stance of an earlier report by John A. 
MacLean, Richmond, Southern Presby- 
terian member of the delegation, assur- 
ance was given that ‘‘the appointment 
of Mr. Taylor was a temporary expedient 
to give the President the fullest op- 
portunity to make his contribution to 
the peace, that it might terminate at an 


early date but would certainly terminate 
with the signing of the peace treaties.” 








OXNAM ANSWERS SPELLMAN 


New York (RNS).—G. Bromley Onx- 
nain, bishop of the New York area of 
The Methodist Church, and president of 
the Federal Council of Churches, criti- 
cized phrases used by Francis Cardinal 
Spellman, Archbishop of New York, in 
a speech at Fordham University com- 
mencement exercises scoring demands 
by Protestants leaders for recall of My- 
ron C. Taylor as President Truman’s 
personal representative at the Vatican. 

Dr. Oxnam’s reply was issued in an 
interview at a dinner given by The 
Churchman, a Protestant magazine, at 
which he was the principle speaker. 
Handed a copy of Cardinal Spellman’s 
address, Bishop Oxnam dictated the fol- 
lowing statement: 





“It is to be regretted that a distin- 
guished prelate should in referring to 


fellow Christians use such phrases as 
‘bigotry thrives on ignorance;’ ‘bigots 
lay foundations of falsehood,’ and ask, 
‘Is it anti-Catholic or unhooded Klans- 
men?’ 

“Cardinal Spellman knows the Ro- 
man Catholic Church does not believe 
in separation of church and state. Prot- 
estants do so believe. We desire relig- 
ious liberty for every Roman Catholic, 
every Jew, every Protestant. 

“The respectful request for the ter- 
mination of Mr. Taylor’s appointment as 
a personal representative of the Presi- 
dent to the Pope was made because 
Protestants believe it violates the 
American principle of the separation of 
church and state. Is this to ‘sabotage 
the general welfare’ and ‘to incite do- 
mestie strife’? 

“The Roman Catholic Church insists 
upon being a church and a state. How 
can an American citizen be at once loyal 
to his own country and his President 
and also loyal to another political state 
and its political ruler, if the two states 








4 


differ in internatfonal policy? Is it not 
better for a church to be a church and 
not try to be a church and state. 

“TI, of course, do not question the per- 
sonal patriotism of Cardinal Spellman 
or any Roman Catholic. 
died to preserve our freedom, but I do 
want the fundamental relations of 
church and state broughtout.”’ 


United Presbyterians Take 
Significant Steps at Assembly 


United Presbyterians, in their Gen- 
eral Assembly at Tarkio, Mo., recently: 

—Elected Lytle Rodgers Free, pastor 
of the Boulevard United Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa., moderator, 
by unanimous vote on the first ballot; 

—Instructed a committee on a new 
Psalter Hymnal and Bible Songs Hymnal 
to consult with a similar committee of 
the Presbyterian Church, US, and the 
Reformed Church in America to see if 
it might be possible to publish a joint 
hymal; 

—Established a Committee on Social 
Welfare; 


—Approved unanimously the early 
work of a joint committee with the Re- 
formed Church in America which is 
drafting a plan of union (union of these 
groups would make a denomination of 
about 400,000); granted $5,000 to be 
used toward this end; called for the 
plan of union which is to be presented 
at next year’s Sterling, 
Kan. 


Assembly at 


—Planned to use United Presbyterian 
Negroes in mission work in Egypt; and 
announced a $10,000 gift vo be used for 
evangelistic work students in 
Egypt; 

—Heard Angus N. 
ville bring greetings 
Presbyterians; 


among 


Gordon of Louis- 


fyym Southern 


Thousands . 
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—Continued its department on War 
Work under the denominational Board 
of Christian Education for another year; 

Pressed on in the World-Wide 
Christian Advance, doubling the goal 
for relief and reconstruction 
(to make $150,000), seeking $2,460,000 
before Dec. 31, 1947, and Sunday school 
increases and new outposts, along with 
wider-ranging objectives. 

—Adopted the report on the Federal 
Council of Churches without debate by 
hearty vote and without dissenting 
voice, recommending: 


overseas 


“That the United Presbyterian Church 
continue membership in the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in 
America. 

“That this Assembly heartily concur 
in the recommendation of our two rep- 
resentatives on the executive committee 
of the Federal Council . .who say in 
their report: ‘Instead of saying so much 
against the council, let us do something 
to make the council the kind of an orga- 
nization we wish it to be, significantly 
standing for the best in Protestantism 
and Christianity, that kind of Chris- 
tianity which gives the evangelical con- 
viction of the deity of our Lord.’ 

“That, bearing in mind our desire to 
strengthen the evangelical witness of 
the Federal Council, the strongest men 
possible, without undue regard to their 
location, be appointed as our represen- 
tatives on both the council and the ex- 
ecutive committee, and that all expenses 
incidental to their attendance be pro- 
vided by the denomination. 

“That the Assembly highly commend 
one of our number, Dr. H. H. McConnell, 
for his work as one of the associate 
secretaries of the Department of Evan- 
gelism of the Federal Council. 

“We are happy to call the attention 
of the Assembly to the fact that the 
Federal Council already spends three 
times as much for evangelism as for any 
other item.” (United Presbyterians 
with approximately 200,000 members 
contribute $1,775 annually to the coun- 
cil’s work while Southern Presbyterians 
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with 600,000 members are giving $1,- 
500.) 


Plans for Ecumenical Institute 
Near Geneva Are Announced 


Because of a million-dollar gift of 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., the World 
Council of Churches has been able to 
make definite plans for the opening of 
an ecumenical institute to train Pro- 
testant young people of Europe in the 
task of helping the uprooted war gen- 
eration to find an anchor in the Chris- 
tian faith. The institute is to be located 
at the Chateau de Bossey, Celigney, 18 
kilometres from Geneva, Switzerland. 
The chateau has accommodations for 
about 60 persons, 


Courses will be offered in Bible study, 
evangelism, Christian leadership, move- 
ments of thought, the church and the 
world, and the life of the church. The 
last course includes lectures on the 
ecumenical movement, new departures 
in the churches, church reconstruction 
and so on. 


Students will be chosen from the fol- 
lowing categories: (a) Christian lay- 
men and women who are engaged in 
secular callings; (b) laymen and women 
engaged in, or training for, church 
work; (c) theological students and 
young pastors, 

There will be no formal requirements 
for admission. A certain degree of 
openmindedness and intellectual ma- 
turity is regarded as indispensable, how- 
ever. Leaders strongly desire that the 
world of labor and business should be 
well represented in the student body. 
Most of the courses will be given in 
either French or German. 








NEW ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE—This building, the Chateau de Bossey, will become headquarters of the 
new ecumenical institute to train Christian laymen. The institute will be operated by the World Council of 
Churches, sharing in a gift of $1,000,000 from John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 


woman's college.—(RNS Photo). 


The chateau was formerly used as a 
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“If thine eye be single 
Matt. 6:22, 23. 


if thine eye be evil.”’— 


HE SERMON ON THE MOUNT is perhaps the most fa- 
miliar passage of the New Testament; yet it contains 
many unfamiliar expressions, and statements which 

have been misunderstood. How much meaning for the or- 
dinary Bible reader do the words contain which form the 
text: “If thine eye be single . . if thine eye be evil’’? 

A comparison of various translations of the New Testa- 
ment will show that an attempt has been made in the 
more modern ones to render the words intelligible. For 
example, Moffatt has: “If your eye is generous . . . if 
your eye is selfish.” Weymouth: “If your eyesight is good 

if your eyesight is bad.’’ Goodspeed: “If your eye 
is sound . . if your eye is unsound.” The New Revised 
Version follows Goodspeed. 


Concerned With a Spirit of Giving 


A well-known and authentic method of arriving at the 
meaning of an obscure term, or passage, in the Bible is to 
compare Scripture with Scripture. The word translated 
“single” is used in the New Testament only in this verse 
in Matthew, and in the corresponding verse in Luke 
(11:34). But the adverbial form is used by James (1:5) 
where he speaks of God giving to all men liberally. The 
substantive form is used by Paul several times. In II 
Cor. 8:2, it is translated “‘liberality’’; in II Cor. 9:11, it 
appears as “‘bountifulness” and in Rom. 12:8, as ‘“‘simplic- 
ity.” ‘“‘He that giveth, let him do it with simplicity.’”’ The 
word seems to be associated very definitely with a man- 
ner, or a spirit, of giving. 

Jesus spoke to the people against a background of Jew- 
ish culture and used terms and phrases which were famil- 
iar to the people of that day, however unfamiliar they may 
seem to us now. The single eye and the evil eye would not 
have needed explanation then any more than ordinary terms 
in use today need them, such as ‘“‘a sharp eye,’’ or ‘‘a hard 
look.”’ 

The “‘Talmud,’’ containing the writings of the Jewish 
scribes about the time of Jesus, throws light on the ques- 
tion of a single eye and an evil eye. Here are two quo- 
tations in point: “The disciples of our father Abraham 
have a kindly eye, a loyal spirit, and a lowly mind. The 
disciples of Balaam, the wicked, have an evil eye, a proud 
spirit, and a grasping soul.” (‘‘Hebraic Literature,’ page 
51.) 

“There are four classes of men who give alms, and 
they are thus distinguished: He who is willing to give, but 
unwilling that others should do so, he has an evil eye 
toward others; he who wishes others to give, but does not 
do so himself, he has an evil eye toward himself; he who 
gives, and induces others to give, he is pious; he who 
gives not, nor wishes others to give, he is wicked.” Page 
59.) 

In one of the passages above, the expression ‘‘a kindly 
eye” is used. The words “kin” and “kind’? are from 
the same source as genus and generous. A kindly eye is a 
generous eye, that is, it takes in the needs of others, 
the kin or the tribe. 


Jesus’ Hearers Understood 


In “Psychology of Christian Personality’ by Ernest M. 
Ligon, the author comments on Matt. 6:22, 23, in part, 
thus: “The ‘single eye’ and ‘evil eye’ were Jewish idioms 
which would have been understood perfectly by Jesus’ 
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Is Your Eye Single, or Evil? 


By STUART R. OGLESBY 


audience. The ‘single eye’ referred to soundness on the 
physical side and liberality on the spiritual side. The 
man with the ‘single eye’ is one who has no disease and 
who is liberal in his giving. He is able to see the need 
for charity and to give liberally to it. The ‘evil eye,’ on 
the other hand, refers to disease on the physical side and 
niggardliness on the religious side. The man with the 
‘evil eye’ is diseased so that he cannot see the needs of 
others and therefore gives very niggardly. This figure was 
used especially to refer to miserliness. It is probable that 
in that day of little reading, the chief eye disease of which 
they knew anything was nearsightedness, or some other 
form of visual abnormality which made distance vision dif- 
ficult.”’ 

Let us now consider the context, or the passage in which 
the text is contained. Jesus was speaking about laying 
up treasures on earth and laying up treasures in heaven. 
In one place the treasure would be subject to deteriora- 
tion, destruction or loss, while in the other place, it would 
be held in safekeeping. Then said Jesus: ‘“‘Where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also.” The reverse 
of this statement is also true: ‘“‘Where your heart is, there 
is your treasure.’’ When the Rich Young Ruler asked Jesus 
the question: ‘‘What lack I yet?’ Jesus replied: ‘‘Go sell 
all that thou hast and give to the poor and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven.” 

No, I do not believe that Jesus taught that giving to 
the poor, or what we call charity, builds up a celestial 
bank account. The meaning of his words lies deeper than 
that. To find that meaning, let us turn to the account of 
the miracle of healing the blind man as given in Mark, 
eighth chapter. Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes 
and then asked him if he saw anything. The man looked 
up, and said, ‘‘I see men as trees, walking.””’ Then Jesus 
put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up, 
and the man’s sight was restored so that he saw every- 





N MANY WAYS Dr. Oglesby, our preacher in this is- 
sue, has served the church with distinction. He was 
pastor at Oxford, N. C., 1918-22; Monticello, Ark., 

1922-27; Hot Springs, Ark., 1927-30; and since 1930 
he has led the strategically important Central church 
of Atlanta—one of the great churches of the Assembly. 
Dr. Oglesby, who is a native son of Arkansas, has been 
used in many ways in the church courts. In General 
Assembly service he has been on the home missions 
committee and other important agencies. When the 
Committee on Social and Moral Welfare was organized 
in 1935 Dr. Oglesby was made its chairman. He has 
served ever since. Now, with the establishment of the 
Department of Christian Relations, to succeed the older 
committee, Dr. Oglesby is re-appointed and named con- 
venor. At the recent Assembly he planned and pre- 
sided over the pre-Assembly Conference on Christian Re- 
lations—first to be held in the church’s history, an in- 
novation which the Assembly authorized to be repeated 
next year. A number of books have come from. this 
preacher’s pen during his wide and fruitful ministry. He 
is called upon for many kinds of service throughout 
the church. 

Preachers in this year’s series from The Outlook 
Pulpit have been selected by laymen and other min- 
isters all over the church, evenly divided between the 
synods. 
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thing clearly. 
professor of psychology in Davidson College, wrote an ex- 


Many years ago, the late Dr. Fraser Hood, 


position of this two-part miracle which entirely banished 


the idea that the first miracle was a failure and Jesus had 


to try a second time. It was Dr. Hood’s belief that the first 


miracle was a physical one, whereas the second miracle 
was a psychological one with a deep spiritual meaning. 
The first miracle gave the man sight, but sight without 


stereoscopic vision, or perspective. Stereoscopic vision, said 
he, must be learned from experience. At first the former 
blind man did not see things in their relation to each other 
and to himself. Everything appeared confused, mixed up, 
on a single plane. The second miracle removed this psy- 
chological handicap and gave the man stereoscopic vision 
without the This, 
said Dr. Hood, was the greater miracle of the two, and car- 
ried a spiritual meaning we do always understand. 
The touch of Jesus on the eyes of a man enables him to 
see his fellowmen in their proper relationship to himself 
and to each other. Thus Jesus changed the ‘evil eyes’’ 
of the blind into “‘single’’ or 


necessity for his having to learn it. 


not 


man ‘‘generous” eyes. 


Source of Much Distress 


It would not be too much to say that the root of much 
of the distress in the today, comes from the evil 
eyes of men and women, whereas the solution of many 
of the great problems of the world would be easily found 
if these evil eyes became generous under the gracious touch 
of the gospel of Christ. 

An entirely evil eye not the and 
need of others at all. It is concerned only with the needs 
of Number One. Lt is self-centered, selfish and utterly 
heartless. There are those who possess entirely evil eyes 
but they are not in the majority, nor are they the people 
who cause so much of the world’s trouble. For they are 
easily recognized and are usually without great influence, 
or they have their wicked purposes curbed by police power. 

It is the eye without stereoscopic power, which is unable 
to see men and things in their proper perspective, that is 
the source of so much of distress. Even when the 
person possessing such vision tries to do what he believes 
to be right, the light that is in him being darkness, he can 
but add to the chaos and the confusion of the world. Con- 
sider the efforts of the nations of the world to work out 
their relations with each other and you can see this lack 
of perspective. Their eyes are evil in that their own in- 
terests rank first and bulk so large that 
ing to plunge the world into another disastrous war rather 
than to make concessions to the others. 

In the confused state of affairs within our own nation, 
this lack of stereoscopic vision is painfully evident. You 
can find it in politics in the nation and in your own state. 
You can recognize it in the labor disputes and strikes, and 
in the pronouncements of such groups as the National As- 
sociation of Manufacturers. Fear on the part of one group 
of the power of the other group and lack of consideration 
of the needs and rights of those outside the group, or of 
the public at large, testifies to the existence of unsound, 
diseased, or evil eyes. 

The near-sighted eye is also an evil eye. It is the eye 
which sees the need of one’s family but not needs outside 
the family circle; the need of one’s city, but not of other 
cities; the need of one’s nation, but not of other nations; 
the need of one’s race but not of other races. The near- 
sighted eye belongs to the church member who believes in 
home missions but not in foreign missions, in helping the 
poor in America but not in Europe or Asia. There are 
far too many in our land, and even in the church, who are 
near-sighted in this sense. It is this nearsightedness which 
has slowed the progress of the church in carrying out the 
Great Commission, and the work of the great benevolent 
and humanitarian agencies of America in ministering to the 
needs of the hungry third of the world’s population. 
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Qualities of a Generous Eye 


The single eye, the generous eye, the kindly eye is the 
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eye of man touched with the power of Christ. According 
to Christ’s teaching, there are three gracious results which 
come from the possession of such an eye: 

1. The whole body is full of light. A generous eye 
brings personal blessings we seek in vain to secure by 
other means. It delivers the one who possesses it from fear, 
from care, from worry. Where there is the light from 
above within the life, such things do not, cannot exist. 
It makes one a beacon of light to others, and thus a needed 
and a desired person, one whose life really counts. “Let 
your light so shine before men.” 

2. It causes the one who possesses it to delight in minis- 
tering to the needs of others, both near and far. The 
generosity of the Corinthian church in reaching out to 
help the poor saints in Jerusalem was called ‘“‘an unspeak- 
able gift’’ by the Apostle Paul. In our renewed interest 
in foreign missions and in our fine response to the needs 
of our brethren in far away lands, we are giving evidence 
of the possession of a generous eye in a manner which 
must delight the heart of our Savior. 

3. The generous eye sees clearly how it is possible to lay 
up heavenly treasure. This means far more than a celes- 
tial bank means rather that a generous eye 
can see the things of life that possess heavenly value and 
eternal quality. Life is confused and the good is often 
mixed with the bad. What is worthwhile? Is life all van- 
ity and vexation? Are there not some things to which 
we can give ourselves in this life that we can carry right 
into the next life? Surely there are, and the man with 
the single eye is able to detect these things, and so to lay 
up for himself heavenly treasures, or treasures in heaven. 

In this sermon, Jesus’ words have been applied only to 
material wealth, because the love of money is the root of 
all kinds of evil and the right use of money the source 
of every kind of happiness. But there are other things in 
life beside money that are covered by the text—time, for ex- 
ample, service, judgment upon others. It is a great thing 
for any Christian to have a generous eye. It is a great 
thing for a church to be filled with members whose eyes 
generous. It is a great thing for a nation such as 
ours which much to divine Providence to see 
through eyes, touched by divine power, the needs of men 
everywhere. 
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Laymen Say Note of 
Urgency is Needed 


USA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
(Continued from last week) 

Atlantic City, N. J. (RNS).—A mo- 
tion calling for negotiations leading to 
union with some other church, in ad- 
dition to those pending with the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church and the Presby- 
terian Church, US, was unanimously 
adopted by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, at its 158th 
meeting here. 

Further emphasis on the merger ques- 
tion was given by Dr. Charles J. Turck, 
a ruling elder and president of Macales- 
ter College, St. Paul, Minn., who chal- 
lenged the church to move immediately 
toward union with another group. He 
also asserted that the church must in- 
crease Sunday school attendance, de- 
velop the spiritual education of the 
laity, and increase the amount of church 
benevolences. 

If these four goals are not achieved 
within the next two years, he said, it 
may be too late to achieve any of them. 
“The thing I miss within the circles 
of the Presbyterian Church is the note 
of urgency,” he added. “I miss it in 
the church which alone has the mes- 
sage on which a better world can rest.’”’ 

“Several documents drafted in joint 
conference during the last eight years 
have been reported to the General As- 
sembly,’”’ the department of coopera- 
tion and union reported, ‘‘but none has 
been acted upon by the Episcopal Gen- 
eral Convention. 

“‘Therefore, the department does not 
believe it would be useful to submit 
to the General Assembly for considera- 
tion any further plan for union until 
some definite proposal has been acted 
upon by the Episcopal General Conven- 
tion.” 


Laymen Want Progress 

A report of the special committee of 
laymen of the Presbyterian General 
Council asserted that laymen want spe- 
cific reports of union ‘‘not merely gen- 
eral reports of progress.” 

The laymen called for more adequate 
representation of women in sessions, 
presbyteries, synods, and the General 
Assembly. They urged also that youth 
between the ages of 20 and 35 be given 
a much larger share in the official life 
and policy-controlling activities of the 
church. 

President Truman’s program to use 
the Army to break strikes or lockouts 
in Government-seized plants won the 
approval of the Assembly. The vote 
of approval came on the rejection of a 
committee statement of censure which 
said that “under no _ circumstances 
should the peacetime military draft’’ be 
used in strikes. The statement termed 
such use “totalitarianism.” 

The motion to eliminate the state- 
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JAPANESE PRESBYTERIAN WOMAN PASTOR—First Japanese civilian 
to enter the United States since the end of the war is said to be Mrs. Tamaki 
Uemura (left), who is being greeted by Mrs. Mary McDonald, of Cherokee, 
Towa, on Mrs. Uemura’s arrival at Grand Rapids by plane for the annual con- 
vention of the National Council of Women’s Organizations of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA. Smiles became tears as these two women, who parted five years 
ago in Yokohama, exchanged notes on past experiences. Mrs. Nemura, who 
went on to the meeting of the General Assembly in Atlantic City, was grad- 


uated from 


Wellesley College and studied 
pastor of the Kashiwagi Presbyterian church in Tokyo. 


at Columbia University. She is 


Mrs. McDonald spent 


30 years in Japan as a Presbyterian missionary.—(RNS Photo). 





ment was introduced by Raymond A. 
Tennies, of Cherry Valley, N. Y. He 
declared that “if the Government can 
draft boys and send them to far points 
overseas, it can surely use force to see 
that they get food and other require- 
ments.” 

Mr. Tennies’ statement was applauded, 
and the offending sentences were struck 
out by vote. They followed a paragraph 
that referred to the procedure to be 
followed after the government had de- 
manded a resumption of work where a 
strike or lockout threatened. 


The Assembly also: 

—Approved the plan to merge the 
eight national interdenominational 
agencies into the proposed ‘National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America,’’ which has 
been discussed for several years; 

—Looked toward the establishment 
of a minimum salary ($1,500 and a 
manse) for its ministers through an 
equalization fund to be administered 
by synods (500 ministers now receive 
less than this minimum); 

—Heard that $4,442,197 has been 
raised on the $27,000,000 Restoration 
Fund for which the main drive will 
be made next fall; 

—Heard Ralph Cooper Hutchinson, 
of Lafayette College, say the church has 


deserted the college at a time when the 
moral teachings of religion are most 
needed in institutions of higher learn- 
ing; 

—Adopted the recommendation 
brought by former moderator Roy 
Ewing Vale, creating a central depart- 
ment on pastoral relations to settle the 
problem of the ‘‘pocketed”’ minister. Of 
the 268 presbyteries, 81 per cent now 
have ministerial relations committees. 
“Our church is not willing to move to 
an Episcopal system,’’ said Dr. Vale. 

—Passed on to the presbyteries, af- 
ter approval, the provision for the or- 
dination of women. If two-thirds ap- 
prove it will be submitted to the 1947 
Assembly in Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Approved the recognition of lay 
preachers, also subject to presbytery 
action. Such preachers would work un- 
der the supervision of regular ministers 
without full privileges of ordained min- 
isters. 

—Approved a recommendation that 
military and naval schools for train- 
ing officers be required to introduce 
courses to instruct officers in their duty 
concerning the moral and spiritual wel- 
fare of the men under their command. 
William Barrow Pugh, stated clerk and 
chairman of the Protestant General 
Commission on Army and Navy Chap- 
lains, stated that during the war ignor- 
ance on the part of commanding officers 
was the greatest single obstacle to ef- 
fective work on the part of the chap- 
lains. 
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EDITORIAL 


Earnestness With Tolerance 

The General Assembly at Montreat 
last month had a variety of character- 
istics that are worthy of note but none 
more essential to the wellbeing of our 
church than that of the Christian spirit 
of goodwill among men who differed 
sharply over important issues. Several 
questions of far-reaching 
divided the commissioners, and the de- 
bates showed great earnestness on the 














significance 


part of the speakers on opposing sides. 
Some of the pleas appeared to have been 
prepared before the speakers came to 
the Assembly, indicating the depth of 
concern these members of the Assembly 
felt for the causes they sponsored. Yet, 
save for two or three brief exhibitions 
of sarcasm which met with no favorable 
reaction, the speeches were made in fine 
spirit and when the votes were taken 
there was no show of bitterness or ani- 
mosity of any kind. 

Such a spirit of tolerance on the part 
of a large body of men drawn from all 
sections of the South should be recorded 
as one of the fine achievements of the 
Assembly. When there is no question 
of the moral sincerity and the quality 
of spiritual convictions held by a group 
of men who differ from each other in 
their views, one of the finest things that 
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can be said of them is that they de- 
meaned themselves as Christian 
brothers. Certainly this was true of 
the commissioners our _ presbyteries 
elected this year and we have been given 
reason once more to be proud of our 
church and to believe in its essential 
greatness, WM. CROWE, JR. 





Presbyterian Hymnbook 


For many reasons American Presby- 
terians are thinking about singing. Well, 
you may remind us, there is much to 
sing about. Actions of the recent meet- 
ings of the high courts of these various 
bodies indicate forward-looking, pro- 
gressive concern in today’s world. But 
these Presbyterians are thinking par- 
ticularly about their hymns—and their 
Psalms. 

The United Presbyterian Assembly 
asked for efforts to be made looking 
toward joint production of a hymnal 
with Presbyterians, US, and the Re- 
formed Church in America. Associate 
Reformed Presbyterians, making room 
for hymns along with their Psalms, will 
be needing a new singing book. And, 
with the recent production of new 
hymnals by most leading denominations, 
a good many people have been insisting 
upon a new Southern Presbyterian 
hymnal. True, the Presbyterian, USA, 
hymnal is relatively recent, but that 
denomination, no doubt, would, even at 
considerable cost, be willing to plan a 
great American Presbyterian hymnal— 
if these other denominations would con- 
sent. 

Reasons against such a venture are 
chiefly monetary. The USA book can 
be sold as it is for some years to come 
and no doubt the US hymnal can con- 
tinue to show a profit, but if there is 
any possibility of making so great 
achievement as one American Presby- 
terian hymnal, then these lesser con- 
siderations would be ignored. 

The fact that so many bodies are at 
a point where they must have a new 
hymnbook would seem to place peculiar 
demands upon the cooperative spirit of 
all. With our common doctrinal stand- 
ards, it should pose no great difficulty 
to have a hymnal that would bind the 
various groups even closer in our com- 
mon heritage and in our common des- 
tiny under God. 


The Next 25 Years 


Just before the Assembly closed, Dr. 
Young, the former moderator, was pre- 
siding. As he turned the gavel back 
to Dr. Green he spoke words of hope 
and high encouragement to the church. 
They were quoted in these columns last 
week but they will bear repetition: 


— As I have gone about the 
church I have become firmly convinced 
that we have more vigorous men from 
35 to 50 upon whom the church can 
confidently rest its leadership in the 
next 25 years than we have ever had. 
They have a consciousness of the vast 
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problems which are before us, and they 
are committed to seeing that the voice 
of the Christian Church is heard in the 
solution of these problems. There is 
a strong capacity in our church today 
and our people are awakening to face 
these great issues.”’ 


This sober judgment of the retiring 
moderator should give heart to our peo- 
ple. It should greatly revive our spirits. 

Are we then facing the Golden Age 
in our church? Of course, that depends 
upon a good many things. Granting 
that Dr. Young is right in his prevue 
of our future, this is a challenge rather 
than a promise which he has thrown 
down before us. It is a summons to 
better things and a better day under 
abie and deeply consecrated leadership. 

To be sure, no one would sever the 
ties which bind to the older days. Our 
roots are there. Those days and the 
older leaders of yesterday and of to- 
day have contributed to the opportun- 
ity of the present hour and of the com- 
ing generation. Just now, it may well 
be, some of the prayers and earnest 
strivings of pasi decades may be about 
to bear their honest fruit. 

This challenge to the church’s present 
leadership must not go unheeded. If 
the next 25 years are to bring us in 
giant strides forward, then a few very 
obvious requirements should be met. 
(1) A more comprehensive type of 
planning for our church’s advance must 
be effected. This means far more than 
the good work which must be done in 
the promotion of our agencies and their 
work. It means calm, objective, sus- 
tained evaluation of our efforts and our 
attainments by the ablest, independent 
leadership which we can summons. (2) 
A more thorough integration of effort. 
Our willingness to cooperate far sur- 
passes our cooperation, both within our 
denomination and with Christian bodies 
outside. Today we are losing much be- 
cause of unintentional duplication and 
because we are hardly beginning to lay 
hold upon the brain power and the con- 
secration of spirit represented in our 
church—particularly in the laity. The 
church will continue to be ‘‘a preach- 
ers’ church,” as one foreign observer 
has termed it, until we are willing to 
enlist laymen and women in highly sig- 
nificant tasks. (3) The courage of great 
convictions. We believe—down in our 
hearts—far better than we are doing. 
All too often have we repressed men 
of initiative and daring; we have ex- 
alted conformity of thought and life; 
we have not been too eager to face the 
consequences of some man’s or group’s 
burning vision; and far too frequently 
we have been unwilling to pay the hard 
price of moving over a little nearer to 
our own vision of the spirit and purpose 
of Christ. 


If Dr. Young’s appraisal is correct, 
may it not be that he feels it to be true 
because he observes a rising tide of 
courageous conviction, of men deter- 
mined to follow the hard consequences 
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of Christian leadership regardless of 
personal cost; may it not be that he 
sees increasing numbers inspired by the 
sacrifice to the death of multitudes who 
have held true to their vision? Some 
of these have been men who have been 
willing to die for a great dream, some 
have been seen the folly of compromise 
with a pagan political or social power 
and have suffered the tortures of con- 
centration camps. 
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This sort of challenge should be a 
humbling experience for the church. It 
must inevitably be such for those who 
have and will have particular respon- 
sibilities for leadership. It will send 
them to their knees in penitent seek- 
ing for sufficient grace. It will thrust 
them forth—God grant it—expecting 
great things of God, atempting great 
things for God. 








WHY WAS JESUS BAPTISED? 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





the church more than the baptism 

in the Jordan. We celebrate the 
Birth, the Annunciation, the Death, the 
Last Supper, the Resurrection. On a 
church calendar you will find Ascension 
Day, and Protestants usually take note 
of the Feast of the Purification of the 
Virgin (Feb. 2) although they have long 
since forgotten its original significance. 
But although in the earliest church the 
Baptism was celebrated centuries before 
Christmas was adopted, when Christmas 
became generally observed the feast of 
the Baptism was first combined with it 
and finally merged into it, as ‘‘Epi- 
phany” (Jan. 6). 

In a way, the church is honest about 
this, for she has never eliminated the 
story from the record. But she must 
be a bit embarrassed about it, other- 
wise we should be hearing more sermons 
about the Baptism of our Lord. 

There are sayings of Jesus too great 
to be fitted into our creeds; there are 
teachings of his which to this day the 
church at large finds it difficult to take 
in earnest; there are many deeds of 
Jesus which put us to shame every day 
we live. But we have learned (more’s 
the pity) stereotyped ways of explaining 
these away. The Baptism, however, 
leaves us quite silent. How often do 
we take it for the theme of a sermon? 
The fact is, the church hardly knows 
how to explain the story. 


N° EVENT of Jesus’ life has puzzled 


HE OBVIOUS EXPLANATION is 
T one the church simply cannot ac- 

cept. It is that Jesus was baptized 
as all others who accepted that rite at 
John’s hands, in token of repentance. 
But Papini, among others, in his ‘‘Life 
of Christ” has well shown how un- 
reasonable it is to assume that Jesus 
had to repent of sin. Only compare the 
after-life and after-thought of Jesus 
and Paul after their respective bap- 
tisms. Paul’s sins were ‘‘washed away” 
but not washed from his memory; they 
haunted him always. Jesus’ mind, on 
the contrary, is cloudless. The most 
Sensitive of souls, he is not burdened 
by a feather’s weight of regret or grief 
for his past. You can search the 
thought of Jesus in vain for any hint 
of a radical change at this or any other 
time. That the Baptism meant much 


to him is clear; that it was a pivotal 
point in his life cannot be doubted, But 
was it a point where he turned from 
darkness to light, from unfaith to faith, 
from evil to good? Such an interpreta- 
tion is flatly impossible; it is a notion 
contradicted by all we know of what 
Jesus was and did. 

It is equally impossible to believe that 
Jesus was merely play-acting. He never 
made light of serious things, and pre- 
tense was no part of him, Mock-repent- 
ance is even harder to ascribe to Jesus 
than real repentance. 

Admitting that we cannot know cer- 
tainly what went on in Jesus’ mind at 
the time, we can still make a reverent 
conjecture. Picture to yourself the 
scene: on the one side the proud and 
dignified Pharisees and Sadducees, who 
looked on and sneered but would not be 
baptized. John’s preaching had made 
it plain as day, that anyone who went 
down for baptism was admitting some- 
thing in his life of which he was 
ashamed, he was resolved to break away 
from something. Baptism said: I crave 
God’s mercy, I need his help. Baptism 
said: I have been dirty, I pray to be 
clean. The Pharisees could not “afford” 
to admit things like that, and no Sad- 
ducee was ever known to take seriously 
a moral challenge. 

On the other side were the crowds 
Waiting their turn at the _ river-side. 
Some of them (as the story shows) as- 
tonished no one by their confession of 
sin. For a Roman soldier, or a quisling- 
publican, to say “I have sinned’ was 
only admitting what every one knew, 
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affirming the undeniable. Nevertheless 
there was something astonishing about 
it, for each baptized man was in that 
act declaring his hatred of his old life 
and his prayer for a new. Baptism was 
an act of faith in God quite as much as 
an act of contrition. 


ETWEEN THOSE TWO groups 
stood Jesus. He did not belong 
with either one, yet on that day 

there was no middle ground. To stand 
on either side was a symbolic act. Shall 
he side with the self-satisfied or with 
the weary in heart? With the conceited 
or the humble? With those who fancy 
themselves on perfection’s pinnacle or 
with those who set their feet on the up- 
yard way? With those who are blind 
to their own and bitter to their neigh- 
bor’s sins, or with those who are not 
ashamed of shame? 

If he hesitated at all it was not for 
long. There and then, in the face of 
everyone, knowing quite well what 
people then, and many since, would 
think, he deliberately demanded bap- 
tism. Thus it becomes me to fulfil all 
righteousness, he said. Not by way of 
adding one meaningless item to a punc- 
tilious code, but going down side by 
side with the sinner, identifying him- 


self with the humble, not the proud. 


There at the Jordan he took the sinner’s 
place. It was a life-choice. It led him 
to the Cross. Seen in this light, we can 
well believe that it was no reading-back 
of later conclusions, but a very acute 
comment on the young man Jesus by 
the man who at that time knew him 
best, when John saw in a flash what we 
take too long to understand, that the 
Baptism was symbolic of Jesus’ whole 
life and death: ‘‘Behold the Lamb of 
God, who taketh away the sins of the 
world.”’ 
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THOMAS CHALMERS HENDERSON JOHN MARSHALL GUTHRIE 


Two Louisville Seminary seniors have received $500 fellowships for grad- 
uate study. Thomas Chalmers Henderson, Malden, Mo., will be the James 
Kiennedy Patterson Memorial fellow in Old ‘Testament, and John Marshall 
Guthrie, McCredie, Mo., will be the Walter Kennedy Patterson fellow in New 
Testament. Mr. Henderson will be pastor of the Springdale church in Louis- 
ville, and Mr. Guthrie will serve the Charleston church in the Todd Dickey 
Rural Training Parish while taking his graduate studies. 








HEADQUARTERS 
fer RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 
CHOIR GOWNS + VESTMENTS 
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Worship Folders 


For special days and general use. Lith- 
ographed on good stock suitable for 
mimeographing. 
Catalog and samples upon 
Get your copy today! 
ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
Louisville 12, Ky- 


request. 


SUPPLY COMPANY 














GRANT DRUG CO., Inc. 


Let us fill your 


PRESCRIPTIONS 


Richmond—Phone 3-1803 610 E. Broad Street Open All Night 











SCHREINER INSTITUTE 
A Military High School and Junior College for Boys 
High School and Junior College Departments accredited through Southern 
Association. Owned and controlled by Southern Presbyterian Church. 
Long session opens September 18. Reservations now being received. 
For literature and information, write 
THE REGISTRAR, Box U, Kerrville, Texas. 











KING COLLEGE 


BRISTOL, TENNESSEE 
Dedicated to Christian education under 
Presbyterian auspices. In foothills of Blue 
Ridge Mountains. Co-educational. B. A. 
degree. Competitive scholarships; self 


St. Catherine’s 


An Episcopal country school. Grad- 
uates in leading eastern colleges. Also 
general course. Music and Art. Fire- 
proof buildings. Riding and other out- 
door activities all year. Pool. 
Founded 1890. help plan. Endowed. Athletics. 79th year. 
Mrs, Jeffrey R. Brackett, Headmistress Catalog. R. T. L. Liston, President, Box-P, 
a Box Z, Richmond, Va. Bristol, Tenn. 











THERE IS MORE FOOD VALUE PER PENNY IN YOUR 
BOTTLE OF MILK THAN IN ANY OTHER SINGLE FOOD 


Virginia Dairy Company | 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Queens Workshop at Montreat 
To Be Repeated in August 

Last summer when fifteen members of 
the Queens College faculty of Charlotte 
met at Montreat with Professor Ney. 
ton Edwards of the University of Chi- 
cago, and Wade H. Boggs, secretary of 
Christian Education for the General As. 
sembly, they spent a week planning the 
new divisional curriculum of the col- 
lege. Because of the enthusiastic ac. 
claim of this ‘‘workshop” method, it is 
to be repeated this year on the sub. 
ject of “Student Guidance.” 





Living Memorial Established 
At Louisville Commencement 

A living symbolic memorial was dedi- 
cated to World War II Gold Star Pres- 
byterians in the Louisville area, offi- 
cially connected with the seminary, at 
the 93rd commencement. From pastors 
and alumni the names of men who had 
lost their lives in the war had been 
collected during the year, in addition 
to a pinch of soil from the churchyard 
of each one. In the seminary quadran- 
gle a dogwood tree has been planted as 
a symbolic memorial, rooted in the soil 
from the many churchyards. Names of 
the Gold Star Presbyterians are in- 
scribed in a memorial volume to be 
placed in the seminary library. 
President Franc L. McCluer, of West- 
minster College, Fulton, Mo., was the 
commencement speaker and the semi- 
nary’s president, Frank H. Caldwell, 
preached the baccalaureate sermon to 
the 20 members of the graduating class. 
William Crowe, Sr., spoke at the alumni 
luncheon. - Scholarship prize win- 
ners were William H. Poore, junior, and 
Edward Lewis Tullis, middler. Preach- 
ing trophies were won by Joseph Lux 
Hunter and Harold M. Parker. 


Twenty Are Graduated at 
Columbia Seminary Finals 

Seventeen men were awarded the 
Bachelor of Divinity degree at Colum- 
bia Seminary’s commencement in De 
catur, Ga., and three received certif- 
cates. Wade P. Huie, Jr., and James 
McConkey Robinson were graduated 
magna cum laude, and William Wood- 
row Bagby, cum laude. Mr. Robinson 
also won the Wilds Book Prize, while 
the R. A. Dunn awards for the best pa 
pers in defense of the deity of Christ 
went to James Clyde Plexico, Jr., and 
George Andrew Anderson. Newly elected 
president of the seminary’s alumni as- 
sociation is John E. Richards, First 
church, Columbus, Ga., succeeding E. 
T. Wilson, of Atlanta. 


Glasure and Jackson Speak 
At P. C. Commencement 

Twenty-five students received bache- 
lor’s degrees at the commencement of 
Presbyterian College in Clinton, S. C. 
Alton H. Glasure, now of the First 
church, St, Petersburg, Fla., was the 
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DID YOU KNOW 


—that last year the American Bi- 
ble Society distributed 12,243,355 
volumes of the Scriptures, the 
average for the preceding ten 
years being 8,251,197 








~ By R. L. ST. CLAIR ? 
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baccalaureate preacher, and James W. 
Jackson, Columbia, S. C., delivered the 
commencement address. 


Largest Class in Agnes Scott 
History Is Graduated—121 

President Francis P. Gaines, of Wash- 
ington and Lee University, was the com- 
mencement speaker at Agnes Scott Col- 
lege. W. A. Benfield, Jr., Louisville 
Seminary vice-president, preached the 
baccalaureate sermon. The graduating 
class of 121 was the largest in the col- 
lege’s history. The Hopkins Jewel— 
highest honor—was awarded to Doro- 
thy Spragens, Lebanon, Ky. The Jen- 
nie Sentelle Houghton Scholarship for 
the best all-round work, was awarded 
to Betty Jean Radford, Decatur. High- 
est honor among juniors, sophomores 
and freshmen was won by Sophia Pe- 
dakis, Pensacola, Fla. 


Belhaven College Receives 
Full Scholastic Accreditation 

Full accreditation of Belhaven Col- 
lege, Jackson, Miss., has been achieved. 
This Presbyterian college for women 
has now been receivéd into full mem- 
bership in the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
The recent commencement recognized 
the 25th anniversary of the presidency 
of Dr. Gillespie. Speakers a tthe school’s 
final exercises were President Robert 
J. McMullen, of Centre College, and 
Wm. Childs Robinson, of Columbia 
Seminary. . . . A ten-year program 
to increase the. college’s endowment 
from a half-million to a million dollars 
has been approved, in addition to a half- 
million dollar building program. 


CHURCH NEWs 





Indian Orphanage to 
Have New Director 


OKLAHOMA NEWS LETTER 


Oklahoma Presbyterians have been 
concerned recently about the election 
of a head of the Goodland Indian Or- 
Phanage. At a called meeting of the 
Synod in April, the orphanage trustees 
Were instructed to meet then and there 
to take action on the executive manage- 
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‘The Bible 


. é 
is a dangerous book...” 
says PAUL MINEAR 


“It is full of potential atomic energy. It challenges all 
accepted patterns of thought and action.” 


Eves 
of Faith 


By PAUL S. MINEAR 


In this new book, he shows how we have made a 
platitude of the Bible by adapting it to our own pur- 
poses, and how we can release its original power by 
seeing it again through the eyes of the Prophets. $3. 


















































Jesus the Messiah 
By WILLIAM MANSON 


“For years to come this will be one of the leading books on 
the ministry, teachings, and person of Jesus. It shows that 
no stage of the tradition can be found which does not 
contain the recognition of Jesus as the Messiah. A strong 
support to the essential Gospel of the Church.” 


—Floyd V. Filson $2.75 
WKS, 
éi hye At all bookstores or 


“EMM AG THE WESTMINSTER PRESS, Philadelphia, Penna. 

















































HOSPITALIZATION 


ACCIDENT and SURGICAL 


FEES INSURANCE 


Our Policies are the most liberal and comprehensive 
obtainable, clear cut and free from technicalities. 


That's why more then 160,000 have been sold in 
Virginia alone. 


NORTH AMERICA ASSURANCE 


of Virginia, Incorporated 
LICENSED AND SUPERVISED BY VIRGINIA BUREAU OF INSURANCE 


Home Office 
1300 W. Main St., Richmond 20, Va. 


“VIRGINIA'S LEADING HOSPITALIZATION 








COMPANY” 
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ment of the institution. The trustees 
reported shortly that they had accepted 
the resignation (due to ill health) of 
E. D. Miller, effective at the close of 
school in May, and that H. Grady James, 
Ebenezer Hotchkin, and H. E. Bradshaw 





Christianity Needs Young People 


Who will go preach, teach, heal, 
serve—in the highways and byways, in 
every continent and the islands of the 
seas? Give your life to help build the 
foundations of peace in the postwar 
world. An education will prepare you 
for service. 


Presbyterian Junior College 


Offers standard freshman and sopho- 
more courses leading to the Associate 
in Arts or Associate in Science degree; 
one- and two-year commercial courses; 
preparatory courses at 10th, 11th and 
12th grade levels; aeronautics. Ex- 
service men may enter at any time. 
Write for catalog: Box B-7, Maxton, 
N. C. 
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were appointed to nominate the new 
superintendent to be elected at the an- 
nual meeting of the board when school 
closed. G. C. Luck, former pastor at 
Marietta and a graduate of the Evan- 
gelical Seminary in Dallas, has been as- 
sistant superintendent. At the annual 
meeting, the board, in executive ses- 
sion, heard the nominating committee 
unanimously recommend Oscar A. Gard- 
ner as superintendent. Then J. B. 
Wright nominated Mr. Luck. President 
of the board, W. E. Schooler, presented 





Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 


School 
GEO. C. BELLINGRATH, President 


The Best in High School Education 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 
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he the long summer days ... at home or on vaca- 
tion ... do you reserve a part of the day for your soul? 


For this quiet time, you will find very real spiritual up- 
lift from the daily devotions in The Upper Room. 


For each day of the year, The Upper Room (issued 
quarterly) presents an appropriate daily devotion, con- 
sisting of a quotation from Scripture, a meditation, a 
brief prayer and a thought for the day—all compiled 
or written by outstanding churchmen and women... 
of different denominations, especially gifted, and 


abreast of the times. 


Ten or more copies to one address, 5 cents per copy, postpaid. Single 
yearly subscriptions in U. S., Canada, and Latin America, 30 cents, 
postpaid; four years, $1.00. Other countries, 40 cents; four years, $1.35. 


THE UPPER ROOM 


Order frora 


Medical Arts Building 


Nashville 3, Tennessee 
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Miss Sammie D. Hogue as proxy for 
Ebenezer Hotchkin who was ill. When 
the votes were counted there were five 
for Gardner, five for Luck. The pregj. 
dent then cast the deciding vote, elect. 
ing Luck. Without the proxy vote Os, 
ear Gardner would have been elected 
5-4. This orphanage, enrolling 175 In. 
dian boys and girls, and located near 
Hugo, is owned and operated by the 
synod. 


OPC Girls Graduate From SSC; 
New Trustees Are Elected 

Four Oklahoma Presbyterian Collegs 
girls received degrees this year from 
Southeastern State College, with which 
institution a joint program is operated, 
OPC’s board of trustees re-elected Miss 
Amy Robinson as president of the col. 
lege for another year. New trustees in. 
clude Mrs. J. H. Hardy, Sherman, 
Texas; and M. E. Melvin. Re-elected 
president of the board was A. H. Fer. 
guson. H. C. Newman is vice-president, 
and R. M. Firebaugh, secretary. 


Summer Camp and Conference 
Schedule Makes Good Beginning 

Summer camps and conferences got 
underway with the Pioneer camp of 
synod at OPC early in June, with 87 
registered. Grady James was inspira- 
tional speaker while R. A. Harrison and 
Ray Spivey were directors. Young peo- 
ple’s conference was held at Murray 
State College, Tishomingo with Walter 
A. Bennett, director, and R. A. Deison, 
Dallas, Texas, inspirational speaker. 
The adult conference is scheduled for 
June 28-July 1, also at Tishomingo, 
with R. M. Firebaugh and Frank M 
Taylor directors. 


Evangelism and Stewardship 
Gains Are In Evidence 

Definite progress is being made in the 
synod in the areas of evangelism and 
stewardship. Durant Presbytery re 
ported an increase in additions on pro- 
fession of faith of more than 100 per 
cent above the previous year. A 40 
per cent increase in benevolences was 
approved. 


Durant. FRANK M. TAYLOR. 


Mitchell College 


STATESVILLE, N. C. 
Accredited Junior College. Terminal and 
transfer courses. Liberal arts. Music 
Commercial and fine arts. One and two 
year secretarial. Small classes. 
ualized attention. 

Residence for girls. 
$364-$374. Scholarships available. Presby- 
terian. Write for catalog P. 

Frances Stribling, President 


GREENBRIER 
COLLEGE 


Two years college prepar® 
tory and two Years stat: 
dard college work. Found 
1812. Art, Music, Dramatl 
Art, Secretarial. 

tional social, recreation 
advantages. Modern fire 
proof dormitory. 


FRENCH W. THOMPSON, PRESIDEN! 
Dept. PO, Lewisburg, West Virginis 
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Jesus’ Friends Carry On His Work 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 30 
Mark 16:15-16, 19-20; Luke 24:45- 49; Acts 2:46-47; 5:42. 


We have studied this quarter a series 
of lessons dealing with Jesus and his 
friends. We have seen how Jesus at- 
tracted men and women of every class 
and condition and how he trained them 
to carry on his work, As we bring the 
series to a close it is fitting that we 
should look at Christ’s final request of 
his friends, and at how they began to 
carry out their ‘Great Commission.’ 


I. Jesus’ Final Request of His Friends 


Jesus’ last request of his friends is 
recorded in five different places, once 
in each of the four Gospels and once in 
the Book of Acts. The more familiar 
forms are those found in Matthew (28: 
19-20) and Acts (1:8). We look this 
week at the great commission ag re- 
corded in the second Gospel and the 
third. 

1. As recorded in Mark. It is a little 
unfortunate that our lesson committee 
has included these verses from Mark as 
a part of our lesson, for they are not 
found in the oldest and best manuscripts 
which have come down to us, and all 
modern scholars are agreed that they 
were not a part of the original Gospel, 
and cannot therefore be accepted as a 
part of the inspired record. The genuine 
Gospel according to Mark ends (as the 
Standard Version and the new Revised 
Standard Version indicate) with the 
eighth verse; the rest of the chapter is 
an appendix added by a later hand. 
Students of the Bible are not sure 
whether Mark was prevented by some 
unknown circumstances from bringing 
his story to a suitable close, or whether 
the conclusion of the Gospel as he wrote 
it was somehow lost. As to the author- 
ship of the additional verses an 
Armenian MSS of the Gospel, written 
986 A. D., attributes the paragraph to 
Aristion, the presbyter, mentioned by 
Papias as one of the disciples of the 
Lord. But this testimony is hardly con- 
clusive. These verses however only 
summarize facts more fully set forth in 
the other Gospels (with the exception 
of verses 16-18) and can therefore be 
accepted as authoritative. 

Jesus did not finally take leave of his 
disciples until forty days after the 
resurrection. During this time he ap- 
peared, we know, ten times to his dis- 
ciples, perhaps more, but ten appear- 
ances are recorded. Mark’s appendix 
refers briefly to three of these appear- 
ances: (1) the appearance to Mary 
Magdalene, described more fully in John 
20:1-18; (2) the appearance to the two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus, de- 
scribed more fully in Luke 24:13-35; 





(3) the appearance in the Upper Room, 
described also in John 20:26-29. 

This last appearance, included in our 
present lesson, occurred on the second 
Lord’s Day, The disciples were in the 
Upper Room at meat, with the door 
locked, for fear of their enemies, Jesus 
suddenly appeared to them and com- 
manded them to go into all the world 
and preach the good news to the whole 
creation. The unknown author then 
adds: ‘‘He who believes and is baptized 
will be saved; but he who does not be- 
lieve will be condemned,” (rather than 
damned as in the King James). Perhaps 
the phrase which I have italicized was 
added at a later date when the church 
had begun to believe that baptism was 
essential for salvation. Certainly many 
Christians think so today—Orthodox, 
Roman Catholics, some Lutheran, some 
Anglicans, some Disciples (who insist 
it must be baptism by immersion), for 
example. But that is not the view of 
Presbyterians. And it does not accord 
with Scripture. ‘Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and you will be saved,” 
Paul said to the Philippian jailer (Acts 
16:31). Baptism naturally follows, but 
it is not necessary for salvation. 

The author of this little appendix to 
Mark then declares that Jesus promised 
that certain signs should accompany 
them that believe. Some of these signs 
certainly followed. The casting out of 
demons became a commonplace. Speak- 
ing with new tongues was also a familiar 
phenomenon in the Apostolic Church. 
It was probably a sort of ecstatic or rapt 
utterance, the spontanous language of 
overpowering emotions. Gifts of heal- 
ing are referred in by Paul (I Cor, 12: 
9, 28) and in James §:14-15, and in the 
book of Acts (5:12; 9:12; 28:8). A 
poisonous serpent fastened itself upon 
Paul’s arm and he suffered no harm 

(Acts 28:5). Modern cultists however 
who handle rattlesnakes and copper- 
heads thinking that the Scripture has 
promised them immunity are badly mis- 
led. 


The story of the Ascension is given 
more fully in Acts 1:6-11. The writer 
of the appendix to Mark simply tells us 
that, after Jesus had spoken to his dis- 
ciples for the last time, he was received 
up into heaven and sat down at the 
right hand of God. This expression is 
not meant to describe a physical fact, 
but a= spiritual relationship—Jesus’ 
nearness to the Father, his exaltation 
with him over the universe. And the 


unknown writer of this added fragment 
to Mark’s Gospel brings the whole story 
to its proper climax when he adds that 
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the disciples went forth and preached 
everywhere, the Lord working with 
them and confirming the Word by the 
signs that followed. This verse is but 
a summary of the book of Acts and the 
whole history of the Church, past, 
present, and future. 

2. As recorded in Luke. In Luke 24: 
44-49 we have a summary of some of the 
great lessons that Jesus tried to impress 
upon the disciples during the forty days 
that elapsed between the Resurrection 
and the Ascension, 

During his earthly ministry Jesus had 
tried repeatedly to open their minds that 
they might understand the Scriptures 
about the Messiah. Now he makes one 
more effort in the light of the Cross and 
the Resurrection. The Law and the 
Prophets and the writings describe the 
three divisions into which the Old Testa- 
ment was divided. The Law included 
the Pentateuch, the five books of Moses; 
the Prophets, most of the historical and 
prophetical books; the writings, the 
latest of the Old Testament books, par- 
ticularly the Psalms and the wisdom 
Literature, The exact limits of this 
third and last section of the Old Testa- 
ment canon were not fixed at this time. 
The Psalter however was its best known 
and most influential work; in addition 
it contained very much about the 
Messiah. Hence it is naturally singled 
out as representative of the group. 

Prof, J. A. Findlay in the Abingdon 

Bible Commentary calls our attention to 
the fact that Critical scholarship has re- 
vealed that “before the publication of 
any of our N. T. books, someone (per- 
haps Matthew, the Publican) made an 
anthology of O. T. texts interpreted ag 
referring to Jesus for the benefit of 
Christian preachers and teachers, and 
for many years this collection of “Testi- 
monies against the Jews,” as it was 
called, provided an armory for the de- 
fense and propagation of the Gospel. 
It was used by all the N. T. writers, in- 
cluding Paul himself, and so must have 
been written very early after the Resur- 
rection John 2:22 states in so 
many words that the disciples did not 
understand the Scriptures (that is, the 
Old Testament) till Jesus was risen and 
Paul’s first line of defense (cf. I Cor. 
15:3-4) was the Old Testament.” 
Perhaps this collection of Old Testament 
passages had its origin in Jesus’ explana- 
tion of the Scriptures after his resur- 
rection. 

The O. T. Scriptures, Jesus indicated, 
reached their climax in their predic- 
tions regarding his sufferings, his resur- 
rection from the dead, and the extension 
of the gospel from Jerusalem to the 
Gentile world. Jesus taught them in 
other words (1) that through his life, 
death, and resurrection, he had fulfilled 
those things which were written in the 
law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms, He taught them (2) that re- 
pentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in his name unto all nations 
beginning from Jerusalem where he had 
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been crucified, and where he had been 
raised again from the dead. ‘Ye are 
witnesses,” he said,” of these things. 

Jesus taught the disciples (3) that 
they were to fulfill this commission not 
in their own power, but in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. ‘‘Behold I send forth 
the promise of my Father upon you, but 
tarry ye in the city, until ye be clothed 
with power from on high.”’ This promise 
was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost. 
The Holy Spirit descended upon the dis- 
ciples while they were gathered together 
in the Upper Room, and it was in this 
power that they went forth to conquer 
the world for Jesus. So plain does this 
become to us as we read the Book of 
Acts, that many students prefer to speak 
of it as the Acts of the Holy Spirit. 

Il. His Friends Response 

In Acts, Luke tells us how Jesus’ 
friends began to carry their Master’s 
request, first in Jerusalem, then in 
Judea and Samaria, and then unto the 
uttermost parts of the earth, In our 
lesyon we have just two brief pictures. 

First Picture—Acts 2:46-47. It was 
after the Holy Spirit had descended on 
them at Pentecost. Peter had preached 
the first Christian sermon, and three 
thousand men had believed and entered 
into the church through baptism. ‘‘And 
they continued steadfastly (many of 
our modern converts continue half- 
heartedly, if at all) in the apostles’ 
teaching, in fellowship, in the breaking 
of bread, and in prayer.” 

1. “They continued in the apostles’ 
teaching.” They felt the need, as all 
true Christians do, of growing in the 
knowledge of God through Jesus Christ. 
The apostles’ teaching is preserved for 
us in the New Testament. It is taught 
in the Sunday school; it is expounded 
from the pulpit. The church today can- 
not be strong unless its members study 
and receive the word of God as it is 
proclaimed to them, 

2. “They continued in Fellowship.” 
Scholars are not sure whether the word 
means fellowship in worship or fellow- 
ship in work. No doubt it means both, 
If our spiritual life is to be strong and 
healthy today, we need stimulus and 
help that comes from social worship and 
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that grows out of mutual labor for the 
advancement of God’s Kingdom upon 
earth. 

3. “They continued in the breaking of 
bread.”” Does this refer to social meals 
or to the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper. Surely it includes both. In the 
early days the Lord’s Supper came at 
the end of a common meal, a church 
supper, the love feast, as it was called, 
even as Jesus gave it at the end of a 
common meal, The church is strong 
today as its members are united in love 
with one another, and as they feed by 
faith on the broken body of Jesus 
Christ. 

4. “They contirued in prayer.” The 
Holy Spirit came in response to long 
continued and united prayer. For ten 
days, the disciples prayed, and then the 
Spirit came. But that was not the end. 
The disciples continued in prayer. 
Prayer nourishes the spiritual life of 
the individual Christian and it 
strengthens the life of the group. 

These four practices of the early 
church were in large measure the secret 
of its power. They are the secrets of 
the church’s power in every age. 

Second picture—Acts 5:42. The 
Jewish authorities had expected Jesus’ 
movement to collapse after his cruci- 
fixion. Disturbed by its rapid growth 
they ordered the disciples “not to preach 
at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.” 
(Acts 4:18.) When the apostles dis- 
regarded this prohibition and the num- 
ber of believers continued to increase 
they were brought once more before the 
Sanhedrim. ‘And the high priest ques- 
tioned them, saying, ‘We _ strictly 
charged you not to teach in this name, 
yet here you have filled Jerusalem with 
your teaching and you intend to bring 
this man’s blood upon us.’ But Peter 
and the apostles answered, ‘We must 
obey God rather than men.’ ”’ (5:27-28.) 

When the Sadducees heard this they 
were enraged and wanted to kill them. 
But Gamaliel, the leading figure among 
the Pharisees, advised moderation. ‘So 
they took his advice and when they had 
called in the apostles, they beat them, 
and charged them not to speak in the 
name of Jesus, and let them go.” This 
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beating to which they were subjected 
was no light punishment; it was a cruel 
ordeal, excruciatingly painful, and the 
humiliation was as keen as the pain, 
The apostles however departed from the 
presence of the council, rejoicing that 
they were counted worthy to suffer dis- 
honor for the Name, And every day in 
the Tempie (publicly, in spite of the 
Sanhedrim’s reiterated injunction) and 
at home (privately) they ceased not to 
teach and to preach Jesus as the Christ, 


Such was the attitude of the apostles 
toward the first persecution. And it wag 
to become the typical attitude (cf. 
Romans 5:3; I Peter 4:12-13). Toward 
the end of the second century the 


churches of Vienna and Lyons in South- 
ern France wrote to the other Christian 
churches describing a persecution which 
had broken out against the Christians 
of that city. After picturing the cruel 
sufferings to which the little group of 
martyrs were subjected, they came to 
the death of Blandina, a slave girl: ‘‘The 
blessed Blandina, last of all, like a noble 
mother that has encouraged her chil- 
dren and sent them before her crowned 
with victory to the King, retracing her- 
self also all her children’s battles 
hastened towards them, rejoicing and 
triumphing in her departure, as though 
she was called to a marriage supper, 
instead of being cast to the beasts.” 
This is a typical statement. Not all 
Christians faced martyrdom in such a 
spirit. Some under threat of suffering 
renounced their faith; others fled till 
the danger of persecution was over. But 
most of them faced death without fear. 
It was this fact which enabled Tertullian 
to write: ‘‘The blood of the martyrs has 
become the seed of the church.” A 
church that faced persecution in such 
spirit could not be destroyed. New con- 
verts were won by the _ steadfastness 
with which believers in Christ faced the 
utmost of human pain and suffering. 
The reference in Acts to the Apostles’ 
attitude toward persecution is one of the 
great verses disclosing the secret of the 
church’s power, 


On December 21, 1918, shortly after 
the end of World War I, The New 
Republic published a striking editorial: 
“All our modern progress has not saved 
us, individually and collectively from re- 
maining miserable sinners, There can 
be no sufficient union or reunion with- 
out a common sense of sin, without a 
willingness to repent, and without faith 
in the saving virtue of a resurrection of 
the Christ in man . The time has 
come when the building up of a sin- 
cerely Christian community is only 
awaiting the coming of sufficiently 
sincere, alert, knowing and devoted 
Christians.”’ 

Several years later, in 1925, John 
Masefield, published his moving drama, 
“The Trial of Jesus.” He concludes 
with the same stirring personal chal- 
lenge and appeal as is found in The New 
Republic editorial. The risen Jesus, ‘‘let 
loose in the world” cries: 


“Open your heart, open your mind, 

If ye bind your souls it is me ye bind: 
7” * + os 

O brothers, I make the world one kin: 

Open your hearts and let me in, 

That the reign of my Father may begin.” 


That is what our world needs today. 
It is indeed its only hope. And to that 


end we must continue in the apostles’ 
teaching and in fellowship and in the 
breaking of bread and in prayer; and 
we must bear our witness boldly at 
home and abroad. 
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THE RIVER JORDAN. By Nelson 
Glueck. Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 1946. $3.50. 268 pp. 


A description of the river Jordan and 
its basin from Mt. Hermon to the Dead 
Sea in non-technical and graphically 
descriptive language. Topographical de- 
scription, history, archaeology and per- 
sonal anecdote mingle to produce a 
highly readable and instructive book. 
The author is perhaps the world’s lead- 
ing authority on the archaelogy of 
Transjordania, excavator of Solomon’s 
copper refineries at Ezion Geber, and 
director of the American School of Ori- 
ental Research in Jerusalem. The book 
will appeal to all who love the Bible 
lands or who enjoy geographical studies 
of any kind. More than a hundred il- 
lustrations of the very highest quality 
add greatly to the reader’s pleasure. 


JOHN BRIGHT. 
Richmond, Va. 


THE PEACE THAT IS LEFT. By 
Emile Cammaerts. Harper and Brothers, 
New York. 150 pp. $2.00. 


The wise and gracious book has shin- 
ing merit of simple sincerity, says the 
London Times Literary supplement. 
The author occupies the Chair of Bel- 
gian Studies at the University of Lon- 
don. He gives us here in his nine dis- 
cerning reflections some impressive 
meditations on true peace in our time 
and the peace which Christ said the 
world cannot give or take away. These 
poetic discourses are as apples of gold 
on platters of silver. Strange fires burn 
within as the reader follows him as he 
portrays The Peace of God, Rest in 
Peace, Prayers for Peace, The Enemy of 
Peace, The Service of Peace, and the 
like to the final chapter. The prayers 
which intersperse these chapters lead 
us impressively into the holy of holies: 


There is a steep hill to climb, O Lord, 
through rolling stones and rocks. Help 
us to climb that hill. 

There is a load to carry up there, O 
Lord, which we are too weak to carry 
alone. Help us to carry that load. 

There is a prayer to sing on the way, 
0 Lord. Help us to learn that prayer. 

There is something to give up, every 
day on that journey, O Lord. Help us 
to give it up gladly. 

There is a candle to be lit, O Lord, on 
the altar of Thy peace. Help us to un- 
derstand that peace. Help us to light 
that candle. 


There is death meeting us, at the 
end of the journey, O Lord. Help us to 
& good death. 


The reading of this book will be a 
rewarding experience to any pilgrim on 
the way to Jerusalem. 


DAVID HOWARD SCANLON. 
Durham, N. C. 
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THINK ON THESE THINGS 


Here is no idle philosophizing but rather a clear-cut pattern for life, a 
pattern suggested by Paul in Philippians 4:8, 9. Taking each of the 
phrases of verse 8, the author develops the thoughts suggested by them— 
urging us to think clearly and constructively about ‘‘whatsoever things 
are true. . . honest... just... pure... lovely . . . of good 
report.’’ But the author does not stop there. Like Paul, he goes on from 
the suggestion of a pattern to a means of carrying it out. Verse 9 points 
the way. Effective illustrations from literature and life enrich the twelve 
chapters of this volume of spiritual refreshment and encouragement. $1.25 


WHAT IS YOUR NEED? 


This is an unique and interesting volume of 12 sermons, each of which 
grew out of the same text—Philippians 4:19. Believing in the text’s 
inexhaustible riches for personal living, he has made of this volume a 
testimony to that fact, for its suggestions are inspirational yet practical, 
possible of attainment, Christian in significance and development, rich 
in application to the individual life. $1.00 


PRAYERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


Offering practical help for those who desire to enrich and develop their 
own prayer life, this little volume has achieved a wide and deserved 
popularity. The brief, thoughtful prayers have been prepared for daily 
use and for many special occasions. The theme of each prayer is an- 
nounced by its title and supported by a brief Bible quotation. The style 
is clear and dignified, the spirit gracious, and the content vital, sincere, 
and comforting. There are one hundred and forty-four prayers. 15 


BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


This is a beautiful little manual for use in conducting communicants’ 
classes. Its ten friendly chapters reveal in simple, persuasive language 
the significance of church membership and the meaning of the church 
and its institutions. Each chapter is supported by Scripture references, 
and is pointed up by a list of interesting questions. Several of Dr. 
Oglesby’s fine short prayers and a church membership certificate are 
included. Paper 20c; 25 or more, 15c each 


THE BABY IS BAPTIZED 


A baptismal booklet containing a certificate of baptism and a fine dis- 
cussion of the significance and meaning of this service. Prepared as a 
gift to parents and for use as a study guide. 


Artistically bound in white paper, tied with white cord, the booklet 
has been designed in keeping with the significance and sacredness of 
the service of baptism. A picture of the baby can be placed inside the 
front cover if desired. Paper, 30c; $3.00 dozen 


Published by John Knox Press 


Order from 
PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 
Richmond 9, Virginia Dallas 1, Texas 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


TO KOREA 

D. J. Cumming, Homestead, Fla., and 
Wm. A. Linton, Nashville, Tenn., were 
included in a party of ten Protestant 
missionaries recently sailing from San 
Francisco to begin their work in the 
Orient. Both of these men are return- 
ing to Korea. 








INSTITUTE OF THEOLOGY 

Harris E. Kirk, Baltimore, is listed 
with the “distinguished speakers’’ 
scheduled for the Princeton Institute 
of Theology July 8-18. 


THEOLOGY TODAY 

John Newton Thomas, professor of 
theology at Union Seminary in Vir- 
ginia, will have an article on the na- 
ture of Biblical authority in the July 
issue of Theology Today, according to 
an advance announcement. 


HONORARY DEGREES 

King College: A. E. Dallas, Knox- 
ville; Charles G. McClure, Charlotte, N. 
C.; and Walter K. Keys, Blowing Rock. 
x. ¢C.. DB De 

Hanover College (Ind.): C. Morton 
Hanna, instructor and supervisor of ru- 
ral church at Louisville Seminary, D. D. 

Presbyterian (S. C.): Malcolm Mac- 
donald, president of Thornwell Orphan- 
age, D. D. 


CHANGES 

F. H. Daniel, Gilbert, W. Va., has 
been called to Mead, Okla., and to the 
East Side church, Durant, 

Byron B. Long, formerly of Prairie 
Grove, Ark., has begun his new pas- 
torate at Sulphur, Okla. 

James M. Blanton, Berkeley Springs, 
W. Va., has accepted the assistant pas- 
torate of the First church, Charleston. 
W. Va., and has already begun his work. 

Donald K. Blackie, formerly at Sec- 
ond church, Newport News, Va., is now 
serving the First Federated Church, 
Des Moines, Iowa, which, it is under- 
stood, is affiliated with the Bible Pres- 
byterian Church. Dr. Blackie continues 
his membership in Norfolk Presbytery. 

Roy Smith, from Virginia City, Va., 
to Valley Center, Va. 

Ferguson Wood, Westminster church, 
Atlanta, has accepted a call to the First 
church, Johnson City, Tenn., effective 
September 1. 


TO LONDON 

J. R. Cunningham, president of David- 
son College, will be a member of the 
conference in London in August, called 
to consider relationships to be assumed 
by the World Council of Churches 
toward other international bodies. 


RETIRED 

E. B. Fincher, for 23 years pastor at 
Amarillo, Texas, was honorably retired 
at the last meeting of Dallas Presbytery. 


CONTINUES ILLNESS 


collapsed in the pulpit from a heart 
attack some weeks ago, is reported as 
doing as well as can be expected. He fall, 
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is in the George Washington Universit 
hospital. All summer appointments ha 
been cancelled since it is unlikely th 
he will be able to preach again un 


Peter Marshall, of Washington, who 





1849--AUSTIN COLLEGE—1946 


SHERMAN, TEXAS 
A Strong Liberal Arts College Dedicated to the extension of the Church 
through Christian Education. You are invited to share in its work. 


W. B. GUERRANT, President. 








PEACE COLLEGE 


A junior college for women, with last two years of high school. Also special] 
courses in Art, Piano, Voice, Violin, Home Economics, and comme'vcial subjects. 
Applications for 1946-1947 session should be made now 


For catalogue. write William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Raleigh, 
North Carolina. 
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DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Veterans with previous attendance given first consideration 
Civilian students with Davidson heritage given second priority 


_F. W. Hengeveld 
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QUEENS COLLEGE 


Charlotte, N. C. 
Believes in 
Physical health, knowing that a 
well-developed, sound body is the 
desirable habitation for the fine soul 
and the strong intellect. 


Dr. Hunter B. Blakely, President 
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HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, VIRGINIA 


1946 


AN ATMOSPHERE OF SERIOUS SCHOLARSHIP. 
A TRADITION OF CHRISTIAN IDEALISM. 
A RECORD OF PROVEN LEADERSHIP. 

EDGAR G. GAMMON, PRESIDENT. 











SOUTHWESTERN 


The College of the Mississippi Valley 


MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


At Southwestern, ‘‘Education is more than a fact-finding 
experience, it is a life-building process.’’ 


For information and literature address 
The Registrar. 











